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October 6, 1994

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU ADDS NEW TWIST TO FALL OPEN HOUSE
CHARLESTON-- While some schools use paid advertising to market themselves, Eastern Illinois University Admissions Director Dale Wolf has conceived an
inexpensive alternative he hopes will have a lasting impression on hundreds of high
schools students expected to visit campus next week and will unite the university
community.
Tt)e only criterion is total campus involvement.
Wolf is asking all members of the university community -- from its 10,500
students to its 1,800 employees -- to wear their favorite EIU sweatshirt, T-shirt,
hat, pin or other mementos on Monday, Oct. 10 for the university's fall open
house --one of the busiest days of the year for the admissions staff.
"What better day to wear or display Eastern memorabilia than when hundreds of students
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their families are visiting campus," Wolf said.

Wolf, who has designated Oct. 10 "Panther Power Day," hopes to make
Eastern's name visible across campus to more than 400 visitors expected on
Monday. The Panther is Eastern's mascot.
-more-
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"By collectively wearing EIU souvenirs, the university community can make a
lasting impression on prospective students. It's also a great way for Eastern's
student body and staff to pull together," Wolf commented.
"No one is excluded from participating," he added, "and creativity in
presentation is encouraged even though prizes won't be awarded."
The University Union, housing, residence halls, fraternities and sororities and
other campus groups are already planning to participate.
Wolf encourages the campus community to "spread the word" about
"Panther Power Day."
"Whatever Eastern can do to make a good impression on prospective
students and have fun at the same time, the better chance we have of getting
them to enroll here," Wolf said.
Highlights of the open house include information sessions with faculty
representatives from academic areas from 9 a.m. to noon in the University Union
Grand Ballroom.
"These information sessions are especially beneficial to students because
they can meet and direct questions to the faculty member(s) who will likely teach
them iri class," Wolf said.
Campus tours will be given from 9 a.m. to noon and will depart from the
University Ballroom ih the University Union. Residence hall tours will be available
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. from each residence hall desk area ..
-more-
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New this year will be a display of student organization information booths in
the University Union Walkway Lounge near both ballrooms.
Wolf noted that visitors are encouraged to come and go as they please. No
reservations are required to attend the open house.
Students and their families are invited to stay on campus for lunch and may
choose a complimentary meal in any of the residence halls.
After lunch, selected academic departments will hold on-site open houses
for interested students.
For more information, call Eastern's admissions office at (217) 581-2223 or
1-800-252-5711.
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